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The Bible and the Writer 


By William Lyon Phelps, Litt.D. 
Professor of English Literature at Yale University and a Vice-President of the American Bible Society 


T is often said that young men and women of to-day are not familiar with 
the Bible. This is to a certain extent true; but they are probably more 
familiar with the Bible than they are with any other classic. General remarks, 
like the one in the first sentence of this article, need analysis and verification. 
A short time ago, I saw somewhere the statement that Tennyson and Brown- 
ing are not much read nowadays. It occurred to me that it would be a good 
idea to suggest to a class of undergraduate students that they look for quota- 
tions from these two poets in current newspaper editorials, magazines, novels, 
and other new books. Within three weeks, they brought to me several hun- 
2s dred quotations from Tennyson and Browning, all of which had appeared 
WILLIAM Lyon Within the preceding month. 
PHELPS But whether the Bible is being read by the average youth or not,—and 
we must remember that it is still the world’s best seller——there is no doubt 
that every English or American writer of any importance is familiar with the Bible. For 
the Authorized Version of the Bible is the best translation of the best book ever written. 

Recently, I read a symposium on religion and science, written by various men of all shades 
of belief as well as by those who had no belief. It was interesting to observe that they were all 
familiar with the Bible; and even those without religious faith, when they wished to make an 
emphatic statement, often used Biblical language. 

Although some portions of the Bible are superior to others, there is not a single book in 
the Bible which does not contain something supremely good, some immortal work of literary 
art. For example: I suppose, if one were asked to name the least interesting section of the 
Bible, one might answer Leviticus. Yet, in the Book of Leviticus occurs the passage: “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” 

When the Master was tempted by Satan in the wilderness, he made three great answers 
to three separate temptations. All three replies were taken from the Book of Deuteronomy. 
There is no evidence that Our Lord was a highly educated man; but he was so familiar with 
the Old Testament, that he had its contents at command. Just as Bunyan became a literary 
artist through the study of one book,—the Bible-—so Our Lord, who composed short stories 
still superior to those written by any famous novelist, may have founded his own incomparable 
literary style on the simplicity and noble rhythms of the Old Testament. 


The Bible is the best book for men and women with literary ambition to study; for it con- 
tains not only the finest examples of written language, but it contains supreme examples of 
every form of great literature: Lyric poetry—the Psalms ; epic poetry—Genesis ; dramatic poetry 
—Job; historical narrative—the Books of Samuel, Kings, Chronicles; pastoral idyl—Ruth; 
patriotic appeal—Esther and Daniel; practical wisdom—Proverbs; philosophical reflections— 
Ecclesiastes ; impassioned oratory—lIsaiah; short stories—the Gospels; letters—the various epis- 
tles of Paul, John, James, Peter, Jude; mystical exaltation—the Apocalypse. 

The typical Sunday school in my boyhood is not remembered by all those who attended it, 
with admiration and respect. But there was one feature of its methods that has been of incal- 
culable benefit to many thousands. In nearly all classes, the children were forced to learn by 
heart passages of Scripture. It was a good thing, that, amid the vulgarities and corruption and 
stupidities which formed so large a part of the furniture of a boy’s mind, there was also a por- 
tion of the most sublime and the most beautiful language. This produced its effect in maturity. 


To any youth eager to learn to write well, I would say three words: READ THE BIBLE. 
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Notes and News from the Levant Agency 


T Sofia, the capital of Bulgaria, the work 
of the American Bible Society for the 
Bulgarian people finds its center. Its shop and 
depository, pictured in the accompanying photo- 
graph, has remained the same for many years, 
but has lately received a new address. It is 
situated on the chief north-and-south highway 
of the city, which has recently been renamed 
for the new queen of Bulgaria, Giovanna of 
Italy. To make it more worthy of this honor, 
it has been provided with a continuous strip of 
grass and flowers down the middle between the 
tramlines, and the paving has been improved. 
In spite of continued “hard times,” the little 
country and its capital show visible improve- 
ment from one visit to the next. The Rev. Mr. 
Popoff and his wife, whose photograph is given 
herewith, are indefatigable in the Bible work 
and in furthering all good causes within their 
nation, especially the temperance cause. Both 
are graduates of American colleges. 
The Work of a Hidden Bible 

The latest accession to our force of colpor- 
teurs in Bulgaria, Mr. S. C. Moutafoff, has 
been located at Bourgas, a port on the Black 
Sea. He has served several of the evangelical 
churches as preacher; but, while waiting for 
the time when he can become a fully ordained 
clergyman, he has accepted the appointment as 
colporteur—a work for which he has already 
shown aptitude through service as a “corre- 
spondent” of our Agency. He continues to 
preach on Sundays in pastorless churches, and 
gathers religious meetings at private homes 
during the week. It was in such a meeting in 
the town of A—, about four months ago, that a 
rather young man was present with his wife, to 
whom Mr. Moutafoff extended the invitation 
to buy a copy of the Bible. He replied that he 
had no money. “If you really want to read 
the Bible, and have no money to pay for it,”’ 
said our colporteur, “I am willing to give you 
a copy at my own expense, provided you will 
actually read it.” He therefore gave them one 
of our pocket Bibles as a present. 

They began to read it together, this man and 
his wife, and as a result the wife was converted 
and began to walk with God. But the man, 
under the influence of a priest, began to oppose 
her and wanted to burn the Bible. His wife, 
however, succeeded in getting the Bible away 
from him and hid it. She continued to read 
it while he was away from the house at work. 
His sister also began to read the donated Bible 
and so became a follower of Christ. Thus 
through that gift these two souls came to serve 
God, carefully guarding their Bible lest the 


man find and burn what had become so dear 
to them. Judging by parallel cases elsewhere, 
may we not hope that in time this man will 
cease to be a persecutor and will become a fol- 
lower of the Word? 
When the End Is Near 

Mr. I. Haritonoff, who has been a colporteur 
of this Agency since 1922, has been unable to 
do any work since the beginning of 1930, be- 
cause of the ravages of tuberculosis. Latterly 
he has been confined not only to his home, as 
hitherto, but to his bed, and is reported to be 
very weak and unable to speak above a whis- 
per. A faithful pastor at Stara Zagora, the 
city where he lives, the Rev. Mr. Christoff, who 
has been acting as colporteur during Harito- 
noff’s illness, has visited him frequently and 
borne to him the assurances of the interest and 
prayers of all his Bible Society colleagues. In 
a recent letter Mr. Christoff writes: ““Spiritu- 
ally, he is very humble and constantly in prayer. 
* * * Recently for’ several days hewhad 
taken no food; but today he said he was feel- 
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ing better. He is in the faith of Jesus and in 
hope for eternal life. He is very thankful that 
God has provided for him for these trying 
days. ‘That,’ he says, ‘is an answer to one of 
my prayers. He said he feels God has for- 
given all his past sins. * * * Should God 
restore him to health, he promises to live for 
Jesus and to spend his days in his service. But 
should God take him, glory be to His name! 
He feels ready to meet death and says, ‘Let 
God’s will be done!’ My wife and I visit him, 
and some other sisters likewise visit him 
Oitens fe later@letter says that he is still 
weaker, and that the end is very near; also that 
his wife has contracted tuberculosis. It is dis- 
tressing; for there are four little children, the 
youngest born during the privation and ex- 
posure that followed the great earthquake of 
1928—which was at its worst in Stara Zagora. 
But the Lord he has served and the Book he 
has sold, are the surest of all means for warm- 
ing human hearts to pity and help for the child, 
especially the orphan. There will be found 
those who will befriend these little ones and 
justify this colporteur’s dying faith in his 
Lord. 
At the Istanbul Office 

Mr. Frank Lyman MacCallum, the Society’s 
agent in Turkey, has left Istanbul for his first 
furlough since taking up the work of the Soci- 
ety. He was married in June, 1930, and goes 
first with his bride to her home in Bourne- 
mouth, England, stopping off a few days in 
Vienna en route, with the Agency Secretary. 
The fall and winter are to be spent in London 
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REV. AND MRS. MARCO N. POPOFF 
Mr. Popoff is Sub-Agency Secretary for Bulgaria. 


in the study of Turkish problems, language, 
and literature; and in the spring of 1932, Mr. 
MacCallum will visit the United States and the 
Bible House in New York for the first time. 
His former home is in Kingston, Ontario. 
During his absence from Istanbul, his father, 
the Rev. Dr. F. W. MacCallum, will add to the 
work of translation on which he has long been 
engaged, the oversight of the Agency’s stock in 
the Bible House and the printing and binding 
of the Turkish portions now being prepared; 
while the Rev. Charles T. Riggs, of the Turkey 
Mission of the American Board, will kindly 
look after the local finances of the Agency and 
superintend the Istanbul colportage. 
°e 


A Syria Mission Reports 


By Mrs. John E. Merrill 


HE Syria section of the Near East Mis- 

sion of the American Board is having its 
annual meeting in Aleppo, and I have been 
asked to write you a letter on its behalf. In 
listening to reports and hearing from the pas- 
tors and other workers in Syria, we realize once 
more how interdependent and essential to one 
another are the work of your Society and our 
own work. 

One of our women evangelists tells of her 
activities in a purely Moslem village to the 
north of Aleppo, where she has gone to work 
the last three summers. As her time there is 
limited, she has given great importance to the 
sowing of the written Word, by giving Testa- 
ments and leaflets. When she returned last 
summer, she learned that all through the winter 
the people used to gather in the long evenings, 
while some one of their number read aloud to 


them from the Testament. Some of the books 
left the year before had been loaned to friends 
or relatives, and some had gone even to other 
villages. 

One young man in this village had read the 
whole Testament through. A copy given pre- 
viously had been stolen from him; so a second 
copy was guarded most carefully by being kept 
in a locked box, from which it was taken out 
several times a day and read. This young man 
was so eager to hear the explanations and ap- 
plications given by our worker, that he followed 
her around to the houses where she was talking 
to the women, and listened through the door 
or window. 

In another house, where this evangelist was 
staying—the house of the village chief—at 
mealtimes the Bible and the Koran were 
both brought out and often she would read and 
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explain the Bible for three or four hours to the 
group of some twenty-five men and women 
gathered in the room. During ten or eleven 
months of the year, there is no worker in this 
place but the Book itself. 

A recently converted Moslem in a large city 
is now going about as an evangelist and book- 
seller. He has been most successful in dis- 
tributing many copies of the Bible or portions 
and in talking with Moslem friends. 

Many women from the Catholic or Gregorian 
(Armenian National) churches get their first 
lessons in real gospel teaching, in connection 
with their reading lessons. Workers do not 
lose the opportunity of talking about the Chris- 
tian life with the day’s lesson as a text. One 
worker tells us that she plans and expects that 
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her pupils will be awakened and will become 
real heart Christians. As soon as they do so and 
can read the Bible for themselves, she drops 
them and takes on new pupils. If these new 
pupils are spiritually indifferent, she continues 
the lessons until signs of a new life in Christ 
are evident. 

It is most interesting to see the colporteurs 
in this great city of Aleppo, standing at a 
street corner, talking with a group of passers- 
by about the Bibles they are selling, or sitting 
in a coffee-house with a turbaned teacher ex- 
plaining the open Book. The large open Testa- 
ment in the American Book Shop window, with 
a word of Jesus entitled “Jesus said” and a 
text in clear letters beneath, attracts many who 
pass through the busy square. 
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Bible Distribution in Cairo 
: By Herbert H. Mercer 


Extracts from a paper read at a conference on “The Indigenous Churches and Evangelism,” 
in Cairo, and published in “The Moslem World.” 


I AM sometimes asked, “What happens to 

these books? Do you think people de- 
stroy them or throw them away, or do they 
read them?” Strangely enough, during the 
past few months I have met three Moslems 
who had previously bought books from me. 
Let me tell you about them. The three inci- 
dents constitute a very good answer to such 
questions. 

The first man gave me a warm welcome. 
Said he, “Do you not remember me? I bought 
a copy of Genesis from you nearly twelve 
months ago. Have you any more books like 
it?” He purchased Luke’s Gospel. 

Again, I approached some men outside a 
shop and offered a Gospel. Said they, “We 
are Moslems in this district. This book is not 
for us!” Just then the owner of the shop 
came out and said, “Do not say that! I bought 
an ‘Ingeel’ from this man some time ago, and 
it is good words. I heartily recommend it to 
you.” A number of men bought. He also 
“called together his neighbors,” and many of 
them purchased Gospels on his advice. 

I entered a hairdresser’s shop in Cairo the 
other day and offered a Gospel to the pro- 
prietor. Said he, “That is infidelity!” 1 re- 
plied, “Now, that is a strange thing. Can 
God’s Word rightly be called infidelity ?” 
“Well, a sheikh who comes here to have his 
hair cut says so!” I suggested that no one 
could give a just opinion about a book until 
he had read it for himself. The man replied, 
“But that is just the point. I bought this 
book from you some time ago”; and he pro- 


duced a colloquial Luke from underneath 
a cushion on one of his chairs. It was well 
finger-marked, and bore profuse evidence of 
having been much read. I was very much 
interested at once, and, asking for more de- 
tails, found that a favorite practice in that 
shop (which was really a kind of club) was 
for one man to read aloud a story from the 
Gospel while a group of people sat there and 
listened. The sheikh aforementioned, of 
course, tried to stop this, and called the book 
kufr (infidel) ; but these men defied him and 
continued to read from the Gospel and discuss 
it among themselves. I think this is very won- 
derful, and it was a great encouragement to me. 
Here was a Bible Class being held regularly 
by a group of men all Moslems, and in a 
strong Mohammedan district without any mis- 
sionary ! 

I think I am right in saying that the present 
staff of foreign missionaries cannot possibly 
hope fully to proclaim the gospel message to 
the present generation of Moslems in the Near 
Fast. But I fully believe, if the indigenous 
church got a vision of this need and really 
roused itself to the task of distribution of 
literature, we could reach this generation of 
Moslems. 

Open Doors in Egypt 

If the doors were tight shut and we were 
forbidden to distribute literature, or if the 
people refused to accept Scripture portions, 
we might have an excuse; but it is simply 
wonderful how open the doors are at present; 
even the leaders of Moslem thought—Azhary 
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sheikhs—are today buying Arabic Gospels, 
and, stranger still, they are encouraging the 
people to do so. I can vouch for this from 
my own experience. 

The other morning, in Cairo, I had a very 
interesting experience, which will illustrate my 
point. I am afraid I was rather a coward; 
for, when I saw an Azhary sheikh, evidently 
a teacher in the great university, sitting in a 
shop, I did not attempt to offer my books. 
I had just sold a Gospel in the shop next door 
and was moving off, when a boy said the 
sheikh wanted to speak to me. I returned 
with mixed feelings, wondering what my re- 
ception was going to be. My fears were not 
allayed when he opened the conversation with, 
“You are a missionary, are you not? What 
have you in your bag?” I produced a Genesis, 
fearing to show him a Gospel. To my amaze- 
ment, he seemed quite familiar with this book 
and said, “Oh yes, this is the Takween; but 
you have some Gospels in your bag, have you 
not? Show mea Gospel.” It transpired that 
this man was a teacher, in the Azhar Uni- 
versity, of a class which is using the Bible at 
present. To my surprise he bought a Gospel. 


An Enemy Discredited 

Then, again, I had an experience with a 
crowd which refused to become a mob, al- 
though a fanatical Moslem tried to stir them 
up. As there are eight mosques in the short 
street in which the incident happened, you can 
understand the kind of district it was. The 
Gospel of Luke in the colloquial had been 
selling freely right up this street, and the trail 
behind me of Moslems sitting reading the Gos- 
pel for themselves evidently roused this man. 

I had just read part of the story of the 
prodigal son, when he burst into the little 
group of men who had gathered round to 
listen. He said, “That is an infidel book.” I 
said, “It is not; indeed, it is God’s Word.” 
He said, “You are a Christian missionary try- 
ing to lead these good people astray.” I said, 
“T am doing no such thing; even the Koran 
admits that the ‘Ingeel’ comes from God.” 
“You said Jesus is the Son of God.” I re 
plied, “We are not talking about that at all. 
I was reading a good story when you were 
rude enough to interrupt.” “Well, that book 
says so.” I replied, “Good! You show me 
where it says it!’ and I handed a Gospel to 
him. Of course, he could not find the place, 
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and the crowd told him to shut up; they 
wanted to hear the remainder of the story. 
Then this fellow stood up on the doorstep of 
a shop and began to harangue the crowd. The 
shopkeeper cut short his eloquence by cursing 
him roundly and pushing him down into the 
street again. The crowd roared with laughter 
at his discomfiture. J continued my story, and 
many more copies of Luke were sold to that 
very crowd. 

Often the easiest way round a difficulty is 
to go right through it. 

i) 


Sharing in Religious Freedom 


N unusual distinction has come to Dr. José 
Marcial-Dorado, Secretary of the West 
Indies Agency. By some 42,000 votes, he has 
been elected a representative of the important 
city of Seville, of which he is a native, in the 
Constitutional Convention which is shaping a 
new republican government for this old mon- 
archical country. A number of the leaders in 
the revolutionary group now leading the coun- 
try were Dr. Marcial-Dorado’s fellow stu- 
dents in the University of Madrid some 
years ago. He is well known as a contributor 
to Spanish magazines. He is ardently inter- 
ested in the cause of religious liberty, having 
been arrested as a young man for preaching the 
gospel on the streets. He is on leave in Spain 
for as bmel time, .On™ leaving = Cuba. Wr 
Marcial-Dorado was commissioned by repre- 
sentatives of the Christian denominations in 
Cuba to present three Bibles; one to the Presi- 
dent of the Spanish Republic, one to the Secre- 
tary of Justice, and one to the Secretary of 
State; having in mind the action of the new 
government in granting a degree of liberty of 
worship hitherto unknown in Spain. 
e e 


From Brooklyn to San Domingo 


HE children of the week-day vacation 

Bible schools of the Brooklyn Federation 
of Churches have rendered a fine service to 
the children of the Dominican Republic. Under 
the leadership of Miss Dorothy Collins, many 
of the schools studied about this southerly and 
needy neighbor. The fruit of their knowledge 
was a box of thirty-two Spanish Bibles and a 
check for over a hundred dollars to purchase 
more—all for children and families that needed 
the Book of blessing, but could not purchase it. 


Thee mother tongue is the key which unlocks the door of 2 people’s heart. It is the road which leads 


to an understanding of their mind. It is the bridge across the gulf that yawns between their soul 
and our own. Unless and until you can speak to them, man to man, heart to heart, soul to soul, you 
can never attain to that intimate sympathy which is based upon knowledge, and which gives you the 


right to influence them. 


—E. W. Smith. 


NORTHWARD 


Beyond the Golden Horn, that busy artery of the city’s life, rise the 
banks and offices of Galata, where Christian and Moslem, Jew and 
Gentile, bond and free, compete for the goods of this life. Above 
them all looms the round mass of the Fire Tower, known in medieval 


times as “The Tower of Christ.” 


WESTWARD 


When day wanes and the mosque of Suleyman the Magnificent is 

illuminated in honor of the Prophet’s birthday, the Bible House 

hears the thin, high call of the muezzins, “There is no God but God.” 

For a thousand years and more Christendom has regarded that cry 

as the voice of its chief enemy. A greater charity may yet enable 

us, while appreciating its strength and value, to reveal a greater 
than Islam’s Prophet. 
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EASTWARD 


Around the Seraglio Point sweeps the majestic blue avenue of the 

Bosphorus, at the farther side of which rise Scutari’s twin hills, mark- 

ing the gateway of the road that leads through the heart of Asia to 

the China Sea. The spire of the old seraglio standing up into the 

blue at the right indicates the spot where a Polish slave first trans- 

lated the Bible into Turkish, at the time when William Penn was 
proposing to found a colony in the Americas. 


SOUTHWARD 


The fortress-like bastions of the Valide or “Persian” Han extend 
to within fifteen feet of the rear wall of the Bible House. Once 
within this stronghold one might easily fancy himself in Tabriz or 
Teheran; for Persian costumes, customs, language, and worship pre- 
vail in this their trading center. 
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Number 6, Via Egnatia 


By the Rev. J. Oscar Boyd, D.D., Secretary, Levant Agency 


NE of the Roman roads that bound the 
mistress of the ancient world with her sub- 
ject lands was the Via Egnatja. It took its 
name from the city which was its first objec- 
tive, on the east coast of Italy. The traveler 
of today who takes the wearisome railway 
journey up, or down, that long east coast be- 
tween Brindisi and Bologna, passes not far 
from the scanty ruins of the once important 
city of Egnatia. Not far from Bari, whence 
comfortable Italian motor ships thrice weekly 
ferry the voyager in twelve 
hours across the Adriatic 
Sea, those ruins of Egna- 
tia still remind us that the 
laws of geography are im- 
mutable; that mountains 
and valleys, ports and 
passes determined of old, 
as they determine now, the 
lines of communication 
for both passengers and 
goods. Egnatia was for 
the Roman, as Bari is for 
the Italian, the jumping- 
off-place for Macedonia 
and the East—a_ shorter 
route (soon to become 
also. a quicker route) 
thither than the more 
southerly road to Greece 
(Achaia) by the Appian 
Way, Brundusium, and 
across the sea either Epi- 
rus or the Gulf of Corinth. 
Across the Adriatic from Egnatia was the 
port of Dyrrachium. Known to the Italians as 
Durazzo, to the Albanians as Durrés, it is now 
the chief port of Albania. It is already linked 
with Tirana, the new capital of Albania, by an 
excellent road, and is in process of being linked 
with it by railway also. But the line of com- 
munication across Albania to Macedonia runs 
not by Tirana, but up the river valley which 
cuts across the little land from west to east, 
admitting the traveler, through its windings 
among the mountains, to that high table-land 
of lakes and plains where the three countries 
Albania, Greece, and Yugoslavia—touch 
shoulders. 

So gradual has been the ascent from the 
Adriatic side, that one has no notion how far 
one has risen above sea level, until the descent 
into the Macedonian plain begins. After a 
very moderate climb from Kortcha, the chief 
city of southern Albania,—lately the victim of 
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a disastrous earthquake,—the watershed is 
topped, and from that point the road down to 
Florina on the Greek railway is almost a drop 
—a very crooked drop, to be sure—from alpine 
heights where snow patches still linger in June, 
to a level of olives, figs, and tobacco. 

The old Egnatian Way, after so many ad- 
ventures among the mountains, now runs 
tamely across the western Macedonian plain, 
tiptilted toward the Gulf of Saloniki, above 
which tower the cloudcapped heights of Mount 
Olympus. Over many a 
smaller stream (if the 
bridge happens to be in- 
tact; if not, then through 
the stream), and finally | 
over the mighty Vardar | 
River, the motor car of | 
today bears the traveler, | 
as horse, or litter or char- | 
iot once bore the men and | 
women of Rome, to Thes- | 
salonica by the sea, capital | 
of Macedonia, second city | 
of Greece, natural gateway 
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to the eastern Mediter- 
ranean for all Central | 
Europe. 


| 
This city-with-the-long-| 
name — Thessalonica — 
over which our tongues 
tripped as we tried to read 
aloud from the Book of | 
Acts when we were chil-| 
dren, has never changed 
its name, nor ever ceased through all the Vicis= | 
situdes of history to be inhabited by a busy pop- 
ulation. The Turks call it Saloniki, dropping 
the first syllable. The Slavs call it Soloun, 
dropping the end as well as the beginning. The 
British army insisted on calling it Salonika, 
with accent perversely on the second syllable. 
The modern Greeks have restored its old sono- 
rous name, and one has a queer sensation of. 
incongruity as one reads the tiny tramcar ticket | 
that entitles the holder to transportation from. 
one end of the long city to the other: “Street. 
Railways of Thessalonica, 1.70 Drachms.” / 
One of the street-car lines operates on the: 
chief east-west thoroughfare of the city, which. 
is identical with the ancient Via Egnatia and 
still bears that name. If modern shops, hotels, , 
and cafés—not to speak of the trams them-. 


selves—tend to obliterate the memory of Greco-. 


Koman days, here is suddenly something out-) 
side the car windows to correct the perspective 
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the triumphal arch of a Roman emperor, which 
still spans the Egnatian Way. Its ancient 
sculptures are sadly defaced. Its original 
height is reduced by the rising of the ground 
around and beneath it, as well as by the loss of 
its entablature. One of its two lateral arches 
is quite gone. Nevertheless it is an authentic 
bit of the Thessalonica that preceded Turk and 
Slav and Briton, and that will still be exchang- 
-ing the products of East and West at the top 
of the Aegean Sea, when all its invaders have 
been forgotten. 

At Number 6, on this street whose extrem- 
ities bind Asia and Europe, there stands now 
a little shop, where wares are sold more lasting 
than empires, more world-wide than the span 
of mere continents. Its wares are “the Holy 
Scriptures in All Languages,” as the signs on 
door and windows and across the breadth of 
it proclaim in four languages. An Eastern book 
is this Bible—the New Testament as well as 
the Old. But it has proved itself the “Book 
for All People,” through testings of transla- 
tion and transportation that cross continents 
and high seas. Thus there seems an extraordi- 
nary fitness in the new address of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in old Thessalonica—Num- 
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ber 6, Via Egnatia; for out of the East has 
come this book, to give spiritual life to the 
West—not only the West that was Rome, but 
the West that is America—and back to the 
East, Americans who love this book are bring- 
ing it once more, over the ancient highways 
trod by the first Apostles of the Christian faith. 


Red Bible 


By Elizabeth S. Webb, Missionary, Syria 


ARIAM HANUM KOONDAKJIAN is 

one of the few women still living who 
know something of the early days of mission- 
ary work in Turkey. 

She was born and grew up in the mountain 
village of Hassan Beyli and was a member of 
the first class to graduate from Aintab Sem- 
inary. Later she and her husband gave their 
lives to the people of their native village,—he 
being one of the finest pastors of the Central 
Turkey Mission. 

Pastor Koondakjian and two sons were 
killed in the massacres. Mariam Hanum, how- 
ever, now nearly seventy years of age, is still 
strong and active, and is able to lead public 
meetings whenever needed. 

Recently she told friends some stories of the 
old days. This is one. 

Mariam’s uncle was a gunmaker by trade. 
One day, when Mariam was a little girl, her 
uncle received an order from a brigand for a 
gun. When the gun was ready and carried to 
him in his mountain retreat, the brigand 
claimed to have no money with which to pay 
for it, but offered to give instead a small red 
book. There being no alternative, her uncle 
finally accepted the book in payment for the 


eun. It proved to be a Bible. As Mariam 
grew up, she partly learned to read from this 
book, and it had a considerable influence in the 
development of her religious life. 


Years passed by, and the little red Bible was 
in constant use in the family. 


An Unexpected Sequel 


One day, by chance, Mrs. Coffing, of early 
missionary fame, visited their village. Her 
husband had been killed years before by 
brigands not very far from this place. Wish- 
ing to hold a women’s meeting, she asked the 
loan of a Bible, and the little red book was 
brought out. 

There was something familiar about its ap- 
pearance which she could not understand. Had 
she seen it somewhere before? Why did it 
look so familiar? Turning to the flyleaf, the 
mystery was explained. There in his own 
handwriting was Mr. Coffing’s name. What 
the connection was between Mr. Coffing’s 
tragic death and this book being found in the 
hand of this brigand, we can only conjecture. 
At any rate, after these many years the little 
red Bible was at last found by its rightful 
owner. 
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Young People’s Bible Conferences in Georgia 


A GROUP AT THE JONESBORO CONFERENCE 


HE Rev, D. H. Stanton, Secretary of the 

Atlanta Division of our Agency among 
the Colored People, has a reputation for know- 
ing how to get to the ears and hearts of young 
people. This quality helped him greatly dur- 
ing his years as district superintendent for the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for the Atlanta 
District, and now is being of much service to 
the Bible cause in his new task, as evidenced 
by the following report. 

In mid-July a two-day conference was held 
at Jonesboro, near Atlanta, attended by 176 
young people, boys and girls, mostly from the 
country and from small towns, and only one 
group from the city of Atlanta. The sessions 
were in the Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Jonesboro, the building being tastefully plac- 
arded, with special emphasis on the Bible and 
its message. The theme of the conference 
was personal work in distributing the Bible, 
at cost, to one’s neighbors and friends. As a 
result these young people all pledged them- 
selves to carry on this work in their own com- 
munities. 

Over one hundred Bibles were bought by 
these young people for their own personal use 
at the conference and later in their own homes, 
and copies were made available by Secretary 
Stanton to some of the others who were eager 
to help in this cause, but unable to purchase. 


Already (mid-August) the good results 
of this conference are being evident; for 
the pastors of the churches to which these 


young people belong report a renewed activ- 
ity in church attendance and interest, and a 
new devotion to Bible reading on the part of 
many, old and young, in their congregations, 
especially in the Sabbath schools. 


A similar conference, lasting just one day, 
was held early in August near Covington, 
Georgia, and was attended by some three hun- 
dred young people and an equal number of 
adults. Brother Stanton reports: ““The scene 
was inspiring, especially when one took time 
to think that the Bible was at the center of 
interest. In the church the young people were 
given the front seats,—indeed, almost all the 
seats,—and the music which came from their 
untrained but beautiful souls was heavenly. It 
would be folly to attempt to describe it. It 
may be well to say that through it all rang a 
note of hope seldom heard. 

“The gathering was addressed by prominent 
white and colored speakers. Particularly sig- 
nificant was the increase in interest on the 
part of the young people, and the general 
public, observed in this meeting and the one 
held at Jonesboro some weeks earlier. This 
to me is very significant. Not only was the 
interest keener, but the crowd was consider- 
ably larger and entered more whole-heartedly 
into our program. The entertaining church 
furnished meals for the day free.” 

We anticipate marked increases in Scripture 
distribution in the Atlanta region because of 


this enlistment in the work of large numbers | 


of enthusiastic young people, who will find in 
this cause a chance to be of service to their 
Master and the Bible. Further reports of this 
work will be published from time to time. We 
solicit the thoughtful prayers of our readers 
and friends for this promising new work in 
Georgia, that it may bring genuine lasting good 
there, and also spread to other states, reaching 
untold numbers of people, rich or poor, who 
are soul-hungry. 
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A New Secretary in the Upper Andes Agency 


Le OLN RIT CHIN form more “than 

twenty years a missionary in Peru, has 
been appointed Secretary of 
the Upper Andes Agency, 
succeeding Dr. Robert H. 
Milligan. He possesses an 
unusual acquaintance, not 
only among the missionary 
and evangelical forces, but 
throughout Peru, in which 
he has been deeply inter- 
ested since his boyhood. 
He was born in Scotland 
and was converted when he 
was fourteen. He has con- 
tinued his association with 
an undenominational church 
in Glasgow. 

His earlier interest in 
Peru led him to give his life 
to missionary work there, 
after graduation from Har- 
ley College, London. Serv- 
ing first under the ‘‘Re- 
gions Beyond” Missionary 
Union in 1906, he was transferred with the 
South American work of that Union to the 
Evangelical Union of South America, which 
he served until 1929. He has since been super- 


MR. JOHN RITCHIE 


vising the work of the Committee on Coopera- 
tion in Latin America in the distribution of 
Christian literature through 
the evangelical bookstores 
and the circulation of La 
Nueva Democracia. 

Mr. Ritchie’s long mis- 
sionary experience involved 
extended evangelistic work 
in the Peruvian towns and 
villages, administration of 
finances and of institutional 
work, and successful devel- 
opment of evangelical book- 
selling. Mr. Ritchie, who 
is in his early fifties, will 
sail from London in Sep- 
tember, accompanied by his 


wife and two daughters. 
His three sons remain in 


England to complete their 

scholastic training. The 

officers of the Society be- 

speak for him the pray- 

erful support of his en- 
deavors to circulate the Scriptures effectively 
among the people of Bolivia, Peru, and 
Ecuador; we feel assured our readers will gen- 
erously extend it to him. 

e e 


How One Helps Bible Reading 


(A letter to the Office) 


66 OUR earnest appeal of the 18th for 
funds with which to meet the constant 
demand for Bibles is received. I regret that 
unusual circumstances prevent my complying 
with your request. I am pleased, however, to 
say that I have been enabled, by the help of 
others, to secure the reading of the Gospels in 
some of our Sunday schools, as you will notice 
by the inclosed clipping taken from our local 
paper, Public Opinion, of the 16th inst. 


Are Reading Bible 


In a recent effort to get more Bible reading in the 
Sunday schools of the town, Lee M. Bender, superin- 
tendent of the adult division of the Sunday schools of 
the county, has sold over 900 penny editions of the 
Four Gospels and the Book of Acts. Five classes in 
the Sunday school of the St. John’s Reformed Church, 
George H. Bitner, superintendent, read 1,242 chapters 
in two weeks. H. P. Plasterer, superintendent of the 
First Lutheran Sunday school, purchased 350 copies 
for members of his school. 


“Besides this, I carry Gospels with me in my 
car and stop when signaled, and sometimes 
without a signal, to give a traveler “a lift.” (1 


took in nine men one day in going 87 miles. } 
| hand one of them a Gospel and ask him vo 
read a chapter aloud. Then I have the Gospel 
passed to the next man, and he reads. When | 
have no one able to read, I recite a Psalm or 
two. I took one man 60 miles, and before | 
let him out, he had read me the whole Book of 
Mark. I had to go slowly for a time and then 
stop to give him time to get through. 

“To have a Jew read the first chapters of 
Luke and heartily promise to read to the next 
man who picks him up; another to call me 
“Dad” and wish me good luck; others to call 
me “Reverend” and thank me most heartily for 
the ride and for the Gospel; to see a Catholic 
remove his hat while the Scriptures are being 
read in his hearing; to pick up a stranded 
penniless couple on a cold rainy evening and 
bring them 38 miles on their journey toward 
a promised job, etc.—makes me rather indiffer- 
ent to the warnings given me by my friends 
as to the risk I run in taking in ‘hikers.’ I 
hand them a Gospel as soon as they get in the 
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car. Or I might say, I draw a Gospel on them 
before they draw a gun on me. 

“Tt seems strange that people are so much 
afraid of hikers, when I think the records will 
show they are about as peaceable as other peo- 
ple and have no fear of automobiles that killed 
or injured 30,000 persons last year. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


InstiTuTEeD 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


HE American Bible Society was insti- 

tuted in 1816 with the sole object of en- 
couraging wider circulation of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of four 
classes, each with its special privileges: 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 

2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription 
of $50.00 at one time. 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription of 
$150.00 in one or two payments. 

4. Memorial Members are constituted by a contri- 
bution of $100.00. The contributor names the one 
in whose memory the Membership is created. The 
Bible is distributed through the years in memory 
of such a person. 


Handsome engraved certificates are presented to 
Life Directors and Life Members. 

Full information about the privileges of 
Membership will be sent on application. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 
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“There is no better time to do personal Chris- | 
tian work, than when you are helping a stranger | 
who needs help. I can testify that the Ethi- 
opian who took into his chariot a hitch-hiker, | 
Philip by name, is not the only one who has; 
received a blessing for such an act. * * Very! 
truly yours.” 


p. m., Vice-President Henry S. Stearns, M.D., | 


in the chair. ) 

Devotional exercises were conducted by the; 
Rev. Dr. Frank Mason North. 

The minutes of the third stated meeting of) 
the one hundred and sixteenth year were pre-} 
sented and approved. : 

The minutes of the standing committees: 
were presented and approved. 

The following memorial minute on John R., 
Pepper, a former Vice-President of the Soct-; 
ety, was unanimously adopted: 

John R. Pepper 


In the death of John R. Pepper in his eighty-first# 
year, not only did the American Bible Society ey 


one of its Vice-Presidents, but the Methodist Episcopa 
Church, South, lost one of its outstanding and mos 
active laymen. His name will be long remembere 
particularly because of his half century of work int 
the Sunday schools of his communion, during all o 
which he was the superintendent of the Sunday schoo 
of his own church, the First Methodist, in Memphis} 
Tennessee. He was the author of a number of books 
bearing on various phases of Sunday-school work} 
Mr. Pepper was a successful business man, who gav 
generously of his time and ability, not only to his loca} 
church, but to the service of his denomination, b 
which he was honored with important offices and du 
ties. He was elected a Vice-President of the Ameri 
can Bible Society in October, 1919. The Board of 
Managers of the American Bible Society, in record4 
ing its sense of loss, would also extend its sympathy 
to his family. 

General Secretary Brown reported on the in 
come from churches and individuals for th 
period January-July, 1931. 

The Treasurer reported the following con 
signments to Foreign Agencies during th 
month of June, 1931: Brazil, 8 volumes, value 
at $42.14; Caribbean, 2,591 volumes, valued aj 
$2,194.44; La Plata, 2,410 volumes, valued aj 
$1,046.68; Upper Andes, 10,743 volumes, val 
ued at $165.11; West Indies, 15 volumes, val/ 
ued at $28.65; total volumes, 15,767; tot 
value, $3,477.02. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of June were 235,485 volumes. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


AUGUST MEETING OF THE BOARD 

HE fourth stated meeting of the Board of 

Managers of the American Bible Society 
in its one hundred and sixteenth year was held 
at the Bible House, Astor Place, New York, 
on Thursday, August 6, 1931, at 3:30 o’clock 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Societ 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundr 
and sixteen, and incorporated in the year cighiell 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of ; | 


If real estate is given, for the last three words above, “ 
era of,” substitute the words “the following property, 
wit. 
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. ; $1,178 72 Fund in memory of father $500 00 fhe Trade........ Naa 569 81 
‘Donation Account. —— _ 250 00 Ne eames) Subject to cari 
tA Pee aes ihtey UAE oeonosmoneen 
$1,428 72 RECAPITULATION Wrage, J. P. and J. B, 
Legacies mee tee $ 433 33 IhoWes pavers) - coanobse toad 60 00 
: Pav ahborenie KCHVECES nenea co @.oy co 34,3824 74 =e 
HOME AGENCIES Auxiliary Societies Book $28,015 46 
‘Atlantic OnE sc sore Oiae Ae $2,297 96 AC COU Bebisve sterowis ayaa terenete Lis Fz <= 
Central eUsele cheliteistensvererereress ee 2,045 56 Auxiliary Societies Dona- Mota RECEIPES? wrens cin $82,059 91 
Molored People........:... 1,212 54 tLonweAceounity .. adem 250 00 ——————— 
CASH STATEMENT FOR JULY, 1931 
GENERAL CASH STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS DISBURSEMENTS 
Bencamces trom: June 30; L981... eccew cece se $56,687 29 PANES eri wet Sc CIN EUTNS Giz et ev epetienclevarsiay/oke te lave ov aiacerst Revie corey $21,480 OS 
Home Agencies 17,258 92 General Salaries and Expenses............... 7,615 46 
BOTTI O SMM a detceyeteiva caieie Shas tienes isiencas tae 1,178 72 ‘Treasurer’s Office—Salaries and Expenses... 2,761 28 
MEL CLO Mtoe sient etsy Ne reins ote cuotcira ohavaiey cia evatel 6 Sis auciayenareie 569 81 Bible Howse. HEX DONSES'S.. fs gstee sais ese wanes 4,520 20 
Berea CtUrINg Credits: 0c ceu ie stone ven sine 6 70 ANSTO GUUS Oe crattalig cycaitsy aol ey vi vans ausy.e.ctoharetsra sour av ensuareuaue an cueherene 643 27 
BDICM SOCIETY eROCOLG ois.5.5 sars-0.prale «sacs a teieiareceectis G25 MSO Maso elt OLA CL OM er eel aterenstietneterets rarcreneecesiats 3,701 28 
MOE ew EOUSE RENCAISi 3... sa. come tins oo vie we 6 ace 8,990 88 Jiminy, dD eh iaalsjoltsnoo code ceeoodudne Oomran b 25,116 01 
Pens ome ATLA ries... avs sine a diree eine eee 250 00 BDSM SOCIOLYs IVGCOLCerr-voctsuuemcleleisi siete scons petite 237 09 
GUS ET OMIM MUCHOS sc vw sels ac «cere nerds oes 8,081 03 Site Cl SEN UTA CL © coset a en ohacahal aici ene seeuiee at ealere ete taceWaatasiesenene 175 00 
Beetismiconis Individuals. exes cscs cere sees 7,578 29 Cash Reserved for Publication Department... 25,000 00 
Secs tor Distribution to Blind............... 253 00 LEROUMG AON CLS Se trersrelsialers tel exe layer enicto na shebenstovetssererote 1. cies 51 
BEUIG Ye ACCOUNT «2 ciclecess. crises be bee ees wae 34,324 74 MOrGlen. AON CLES ts ossicles aot oe eiunes enemies s 2,626 86 
EB EYGISS Go. ithe Src iO COIR RCT Cen en Rar 433 33 Funds Received for Transmission........... 5 08 
Income from Legacies and Gifts—Trust Funds 1,548 95 United States Trust Co.—Available Invest- 
Income from Available Investments......... 82 LUERUUS mere eite coer acwrnend fYateeet steve thalaparsuens colaveheteperamierehe 5,067 56 
Trust Funds Permanent; General Purpose... 500 00 United States Trust Co.—Trust Funds....... 1,180 00 
irust Funds Subject to Life Interest........ 500 00 AMNASGEMG iM, Evokel laenalcilOals 4 onomotaoome duadeoo 100 00 
Wragg, Rev. and Mrs. J: P. Fund Invested... 60 00 Miscellaneous Foreign Grants in Funds...... 750 00 
PPS CeCUAMECOUS FTOTCISTA ....0cctew cis creel sess s a0 12 50 MiScellameOusre ik Or Cle ya os ces els cisieileleteriscas aretere 522 89 
mosacy Equalization Fund.................0: 65 06 Glnuinelay Vokes WOOGuUIb ooo Daooe cnoneHs Obed a 365 25 
HPunds Received for Transmission........... 30 03 Legacy HEXpPenses ......-6ceeeeeeeee eee e eee 81 00 
Special Annuity Income and Expense........ HCY Ev Vib loprE he Lin Bloneeabio OD DANE OM OOOO OOO moO 54 81 
General—Salaries and Expenses.........+..+5 6 95 REM OMIM epeuvtoe errs ereyele eusvencusyd) #.sucle’ « aiarorersncleMaliovey ayers 671 48 
2) SRM Cece alatstevelcinterisielecr da seiaveitrelelets alececcd 189 Income from Legacies and Gifts—Trust 
Diffusion of Information Area OO cic peteiekS 40 26 BAHU Cl Spates isu ctaie. ck e.4i sie) alae eo caysie la.eieaels sce alstalapsqeceves ares 625 00 
BIMUity DepartMent 2.5... ..sssesenenenseos 119 20 Special Annuity Income and Expense........ 146 84 
Returns from Scriptures Donated............. 98 74 RTA Sm C OMIM Wemetetetetele cheleve eh ora ciansitre acta spaneccettis 15 80 
ABA ANCSMUON A UL UISt) dys, UD otlnmedsie ota intel siete’ chsiisnerscetens 21,971 50 
$138,747 20 $188,747 20 
PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 
memcncertrom June 30, 1981. 6... ewes cere ne $41,398 79 Piilication WDepartment, cess siecle vie ale staler $21,007 38 
Transferred from General Cash............. 25,000 00 Publication Funds Invested. .......6c cess 40,033 98 
Balancer tor Ausust diy U98N ee. tales 5,357 43 


$66,398 79 $66,398 79 
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ONE OF THE MANY REASONS 


Why Christians Secure 
Our Annuity Agreements 


LIBERAL AND STEADY INCOME 


Mrs. A.M. D., of Maine, tells why she sent a check and a Liberty bond 


for dn annuity agreement: 


“You may be interested to know why I sent 
you a Liberty bond and a check to be ex- 
changed for one of your annuity agreements. 
I wanted to entrust some of my possessions to 
a work in which I heartily believe; for I know 
how missionaries depend on the American 
Bible Society for Scriptures,and I want to help 
meet that need. I rejoice in sharing with you 
the great task which is yours. I count the dis- 
tribution of the Bible one of the important 
duties of Christians. Wey the Society be greatly blessed in its work.” 


Hundreds of friends have written expressing complete satisfaction 
with the annuity plan. You, too, would be pleased with this plan. 


Mail the Coupon Today ! 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York City 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet No. 62AF entitled ‘‘Bibles and 
Bonds.”’ 
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